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types of work it, has a good many disadvantages which under
ordinary conditions more than offset the advantage, HH
chief advantages are that it is perfectly water-proof and that a
single sheet can be used over and over again, trinee pencil marks
can be readily washed off with a cloth moistened with gasolene.
Furthermore it is possible to make blue prints directly from the
field map if celluloid is used. The most important disndvan-
tages in the use of this material are us follows: it never lion per-
fectly flat on the table; it is very susceptible to temperature
changes; it is difficult'to see pencil lines on the sheet especially
if one uses a hard pencil, and a soft pencil will nil) off; it is diffi-
cult to make clean erasures unless ones has "gasolene at hand; the
use of a pin point will soon make a sheet worthless; and the first
cost is high.
It .is doubtful whether the possibility of making direct blue,
prints is of much value, especially in cases in which more than
one field sheet is used in adjacent areas. The difficulty of handling
probably more than makes up for any advantage derived, and
by using transparent paper the same results can be obtained.
However, in areas in which only one sheet is to be used it might be
worth while to consider the use of celluloid. The. fact that it is
water-proof is no doubt of some advantage but oven thin in seldom
of any great moment. When weather conditionH are HO bad as
to require perfectly water-proof plane-table sheets it in generally
impossible to do careful work with a telescopic alidade, an the
lenses will get fogged in spite of everything one can do, and better
results will be obtained if such time is devoted to office, work.
The fact that a sheet can be used a number of times in more than
balanced by the greater initial cost.,
Some of the difficulties in the use of celluloid can perhaps he
successfully overcome. For instance, in erasing pencil marks
it is convenient to fill a hollow metal penholder with gasolene
and plug the open end rather tightly with cotton. The cotton
will allow sufficient moisture to come, through to make clean
erasures and if a cap is placed over it when not in use it in not
inconvenient to carry. Concerning the detrimental effects of